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Genesis

Chapter 1, verses 26~7

26. And God said, let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth. 27. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created

he him; male and female created he them.*’
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Genesis
Chapter 2, verses 18~24

18. And the Lord God said, it is not good that the man shall be alone; I will make him an helpmeet
for him. 19. And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every fowl of
the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called
every living creature, that was the name thereof. 20. And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to
the fowl of the air, and to the very beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help
meet for him. 21. And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept; and he
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 22. And the rib, which the Lord God
had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.

23. And Adam said, this is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called woman,
because she was taken out of man. 24. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and

shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”’
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1 Corinthians
Chapter 11, verses3~13

3. But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of every woman
is the man; and the head of Christ is God. 4. Every man praying or prophesying, having his head
covered, dishonoureth his head. 5. But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head un-
covered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven. 6. For if the woman
be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let
her be covered. 7. For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and
glory of God but the woman is the glory of the man. 8. For the man is not of the woman; but the
woman of the man. 9. Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man. 10.
For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels. 11. Nevertheless,
neither 1s the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in the Lord. 12. For
as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman; but all things of God. 13.

Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered?”
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Chapterl4, verses27~35

27. If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by
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course; and let one interpret. 28. But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church;
and let him speak to himself, and to God. 29. Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other
judge. 30. If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace. 31. For
ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all be comforted. 32. And the spirits of the
prophets are subject to the prophets. 33. For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as
in all the churches of the saints. 34. Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not per-
mitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.
35. And if they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home; for it is a shame for

women to speak in the church.®’
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Ephesians
Chapter 5, verses 21~25

21. Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 22. Wives, submit yourselves unto your
own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ 1s the
head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 24. Therefore as the church is subject unto
Christ, so let wives be to their own husbands in everything. 25. Husbands, love your wifes, even as

Christ also loved the church, and gave himself to it.?’
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1 Timothy
Chapter 2, verses9~15

9. In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and

(18)



T — oy s B 2 A0 O

sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array. 10. But (which becometh women
professing godliness) with good works. 11. Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. 12.
But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. 13.
For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 14. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being de-
ceived was in the transgression. 15. Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they con-

tinue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety. '
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John Calvin, Sermons

Calvin's exegetical commentary and sermons were widely used in churches. Text from: The
Sermons of M. John Calvin upon the Epistle of S. Paul to the Ephesians, transl. Arthur
Golding,1577, fos 277-283"; and Sermons of M. John Calvin upon the Epistle of Saint Paul to the
Galatians, transl. Arthur Golding, 1574, fos 170-177".

Sermon on the Epistle of St Paul to the Ephesians

Whereas he saith, concerning wives, that they owe subjection to their husbands: we have to mark
that this subjection is double. For man was already the head of woman even before the sin and fall
of Eve and Adam [1 Tim. 2:13]. And St Paul alleging the same reason, to show that it is not meet
that the wife should reign in equal degree with her husband, saith that the man came not of the
woman, but the woman of the man, and that she is but a piece of his body. For God could have
created Eve out of the earth as well as he did Adam, but he would not. Nay rather he matched the
man and woman together with such condition that the man, knowing his wife to be as his own sub-
stance and flesh, should be induced thereby to love her (as we shall see again hereafter), and that
the wife knowing herself to have none other being but of the man, should bear her subjection pa-
tiently and with a willing mind. For if the hand being a member of the body should refuse to stand
in his own place and would needs set itself upon the crown of the head, what a thing were it! So
then if we look back to the creation of man and woman, the husband on his side ought to be in-
duced to love and cherish his wife as himself: and the wife, seeing that she was taken out of the
substance of the man, ought to submit herself quietly unto him, as to her head.

But there is also another bond which doubleth still the subjection of the wife: for we know that
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she was beguiled [Genesis 3:6; 1 Tim. 3:14]. Women therefore must remember that in being subject
to their husbands, they receive the hire of Eve's sin: and they must consider that if marriage had
continued sound and uncorrupt, there had been nothing but joy for man and wife. For know that
things were blessed of God and there was not anything which should not have turned to gladness
and felicity. But now although God's blessings shine forth everywhere both above and beneath, yet
are there always tokens of cursing imprinted in them, so as we cannot behold neither heaven nor
earth nor any other creature, but we may partly perceive that God is become a stranger unto us be-
cause our father Adam fell from that noble and excellent state, whereunto he was created afore.
This is to be seen everywhere in all things, and specially in marriage. For women ought to feel the
fruit of their sins: and men feel enough of it for their part. For surely if Adam and Eve had con-
tinued in the righteousness that God had given them, the whole state of this earthly life had been
as a paradise, and marriage had been so beautified that man and woman being matched together
should have lived in such accord as we see the angels in heaven do, among whom there is nothing
but peace and brotherly love, and even so had it been with us. Therefore, as now when a man hath
a curst and shrewd wife, whom he cannot wield by any means, he must consider with himself, to
here the fruits of original sin, and of the corruption that is in myself. And the wife also on her side
must think, good reason it is that I should receive the payment that cometh of my disobedience to-

wards God, for that I held not myself in his awe. '
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