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A study on post-mortem care -based on opinions of morticians-
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to reveal the condition of deceased patients’ bodies and morticians’ requests to
nurses. 180 questionnaires were distributed to 90 mortician offices and 46 responded. The result indicates that
more 70 percent of respondents experienced trouble with bleeding, opened mouth, odor, leakage of bodily fluids and
opened eyes and were confused about nurses’ unskilled techniques and explanations that were different from the
actual situation. Without receiving sufficient information, the morticians have experienced a variety of troubles with
the deceased person’s body and became occupied with handling the troubles. From the above, this study indicated
the necessity for improvement of nurses’ skills and knowledge of post-mortem care, and nurses’ information
exchange and discussion of the results, which are involved with the change of post-mortem care technique, with the

morticians.
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